CHAPTER   XXX
LEVER AND THE "DAILY MAIL55
CARSON and Rufus Isaacs had taken precisely opposite
idles in another great libel action two years previously, in
which two of the mightiest business enterprises in Great
Britain, at the head of which were two of the greatest business
personalities of our time, both men of genius, were opposed
to each other before Mr. Justice A, T; Lawrence at Liver-
pool This was the celebrated action of Lever Brothers
against the Associated Press, In this case Carson appeared
for the plaintiffs, and was supported by Mr, Horridge, K.C,,
now a Judge, Mr, F. E. Smith, and Mr. Hemmerde. This
was, incidentally, the occasion when Carson first really made
the acquaintance of the brilliant " F. E.," and it made their
friendship. Rufus Isaacs, who led, Mr. Duke, K.C., now
Lord Merrivale, Mr, Norman Craig, and Mr. Branson, now
a Judge, appeared for the defendants.
Mr, W. H. Lever, M.P., afterwards Lord Leverhulme,
was at the head of the plaintiff company, and the defendant
association, whose principal newspapers, the Daily Mail
and the Evening JVw, already enjoying a vast national
circulation, was controlled by the great Lord Northcliffe, then
better known as Sir Alfred Harmsworth. The histories of the
gigantic businesses which each had built up were in them-
selves wonderful romances of commerce. In the early
'eighties, before the days of Answers, Mr. Lever was working
humbly in a grocer's shop, and had learnt that all soap in
general use was greatly adulterated by unsavoury substances;
he conceived the idea that the manufacture of pure soap
might be made into a great commercial success* He set up a
small factory at Warrington; in his first year he turned out
20 tons a week; in his second, 450 tons. In 1887 he moved to
Port Sunlight, where, in 1906, 3,000 tons were turned out